FLEA CONTROL
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Lifecycle

· Only 5% of the flea population actually lives   
on your pet. The rest are in the environment 
in one of the stages shown adjacent. 

· Pupae are stimulated to hatch by vibrations, 
and can jump up to 30cm onto your pet. 

· The entire lifecycle can take from as little as 
21 days to as long as 8 months. This is 
dependant on the temperature and humidity, 
with ideal conditions being 21-28°C and 70% 
humidity. 

· In heated houses conditions can be suitable for
the full flea life cycle to occur year round.

· Each female flea can lay 50 eggs a day and up to 2000 eggs in a lifetime!

Key points: 

· Prevention is much better (and easier!) than cure when it comes to fleas. Once a large flea population has built up in your house and yard it can take some time to get on top of the problem.


· All animals in the household must be treated, as fleas are shared between cats and dogs.


· Fleas can be a problem at any time of the year, so year-round prevention is strongly recommended. 

Flea Prevention: 

Flea prevention products fall into two main categories: 


· Spot-on products. These are applied to the back of the neck once a month and kill the adult fleas. Examples: Revolution, Advantage, Frontline and Advocate. 

· Tablets/chews.  These include Comfortis and Sentinel. Comfortis kills adult fleas, whereas Sentinel prevents the build-up of fleas by stopping the fleas from breeding. 

Please talk to any of the nurses or vets about which product will best suit your pet/s. 

Fleas- FAQs

My cat/dog only goes outside occasionally and doesn’t come into contact with other animals, can it still get fleas?

Unfortunately, yes. Fleas are rarely transmitted directly from animal to animal. Flea pupae (adult fleas in cocoons) lay dormant in the environment and jump onto pets as they walk by. Conditions indoors are often ideal for fleas to breed, so only two fleas (male and female) have to jump onto your pet when it is outside for a large flea population to build up inside your home. 

My dog has fleas but my cats don’t. Why do I have to treat them both?

The common flea infects both cats and dogs indiscriminately. Only 5% on the flea population is on your pet at any time, the rest are in the environment and will happily jump onto either your dog or cat to get their next blood meal. If you only use flea protection on your dog, the flea lifecycle will continue to occur on your cat and the flea population in the environment will not be eliminated. 

I washed my dog and got rid of all the fleas, but 2 days later they were back again. Why?

Only a small percentage of the total flea population live on your dog, the rest are in the environment. When you wash your dog you kill the few adult fleas that are on your dog at the time, but the fleas in the environment readily jump back onto him/her soon afterwards. To eliminate the problem we need to use flea products that prevent fleas long-term.

I treated my dog with a spot-on (e.g. Advantage) but I can still see fleas. Why didn’t it work?

Spot-on products act by killing the adult fleas once they jump onto your pet. It can take anything from a few hours to a few days from the time the flea jumps onto your pet to the time that the product kills the flea. This means the fleas you are seeing will soon die and fall off, and that the product is actually working. 

Can I still wash my dog and let it swim if I have used a spot-on flea prevention product?

Yes. Different spot-on products are absorbed in different ways (some into the blood stream and others into oil layer of the skin). It is important not to bathe your dog the day before, or 2 days after the application of a flea product, to allow it to absorb and distribute around the body. After this time it is ok for your dog to get wet. 

My pet wears a flea collar, how can it still have fleas?

Although convenient, flea collars are not very effective when it comes to long-term flea prevention. These collars contain insecticides designed to deter and kill fleas, but they do not spread around the body and are associated with the build up of resistance to these chemicals. 

Are insecticides safe for my pet and my family?

Most insecticides for flea control are safe both for animals and humans provided the manufacturer's instructions are carefully followed.  One should be particularly careful to avoid combining insecticides with similar modes of action.  Always seek your vet's advice if you are unsure about this and always tell your vet about any flea control products you may be using other than those which s/he has prescribed.

Some supermarket products contain organophosphate insecticides and we do not recommend these as they are bad for the environment, may be bad for your pet and most often do not work due to resistance problems.

Certain types of pets (e.g. fish, amphibia, reptiles, birds and invertebrates) may be particularly susceptible to some products.  Do not use any flea control products in the room in which these pets are kept without first consulting your vet for advice.

Do not use dog products on cats. Permethrin, for example is a very safe product for dogs but is toxic to cats.

